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Act One

Scene One

The women’s chambers in the royal castle.
This is the tale of three secret romances. Emma, Charlemagne’s daughter, and
Eginhard, a knight of humble origins, are in love; at the same time, Emma is al-
so loved by Fierrabras, who is the son of Boland, the Moorish prince, and who
has been defeated in battle and captured by Charlemagne; and then, Roland
and Fierrabras’ sister, Florinda, are also in love. After spinning with her ladies in
waiting, Emma meets Eginhard and the couple express their feelings of love.

The feasting hall in the castle.
Charlemagne arrives with his victorious army. Upon Roland’s request, the king
frees the prisoners, one of whom is Fierrabras who tells Roland that he has
recognised Emma as his lost love, while Roland confides to Fierrabras that he
loves his sister, Florinda. Bound by the mutual confession of their secrets, the
two men swear undying friendship.

Scene Two

A garden at night time; in the background an illuminated wing of the castle.
Eginhard sings a serenade below Emma’s balcony, and the girl lets him into the
castle. Fierrabras arrives, aware that his love for Emma is hopeless, and when
Eginhard’s presence in the castle is about to be discovered by Charlemagne and
the king’s men, he helps his rival to escape. However, Fierrabras is himself ac-
cused of attempting to seduce Emma and is condemned as a traitor by Charle-
magne, who has him thrown into prison.

Act Two

Scene One

Open countryside beyond the Frankish frontier, marked by a rise in the hill from
which the paladins appear facing the Moors on the opposite side. Morning.
The paladins prepare to undertake a peace mission, but Eginhard, in the rear
guard, is captured and carried away by the Moors, but not before he manages
to sound a call for help on his horn. Hearing the horn, Roland, Ogier and the
other knights turn back to search for Eginhard.

Scene Two

In the castle of Boland, prince of the Moors, at Agrimore. A pavilion-like cham-
ber, closed off by a curtain.
Florinda dreams of her beloved Roland, while Boland learns from Eginhard that
Fierrabras has been defeated, granted his freedom and then imprisoned.
Boland is furious and swears vengeance. When the Frankish delegation arrives
offering peace terms, the Moorish prince tricks the paladins into disarming and
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has them thrown into prison to await execution. Florinda, who has recognised
Roland among the prisoners, is determined either to save her beloved or to die
with him. 

Scene Three

A chamber in a tower at dusk, closed by a large iron door. Some steps lead to a
barred window. The room is dimly lit by a lantern.
The imprisoned knights sing a patriotic song, after which Eginhard tells how
Fierrabras has been unjustly accused and imprisoned in his place. Florinda en-
ters the prison searching for Roland and procures weapons for the paladins,
who prepare to defend themselves against an attack by the Moors. In the
meantime, Roland and Eginhard are supposed to attempt an escape to fetch
reinforcements, but in the event, only Eginhard manages to escape as Roland is
captured again.

Act Three

Scene One

A room in the royal castle, with an open arch in the centre.
While waiting for news of the outcome of the offer of peace made to the
Moors, Charlemagne is furious to discover that Emma loves Eginhard and that
Fierrabras has been wrongly imprisoned. The king repudiates his daughter and
orders the immediate release of Fierrabras. Eginhard arrives breathless and re-
counts how the delegation of the paladins has been overcome and treacher-
ously imprisoned by Boland. Charlemagne charges Eginhard and Fierrabras,
who relinquishes his love for Emma in exchange for military glory, to go imme-
diately to the aid of the knights.

Scene Two

In the tower as in Act Two.
The paladins try to reassure Florinda, who is losing heart and is fearful for
Roland’s life. He is about to be led to execution and, on seeing the prepara-
tions, Florinda is distraught and, in a desperate attempt to save his life, leads
the surrender of the knights barricaded in the tower.

The square in front of the tower. Florinda’s veil flutters from the window. On
one side of the scene a pile of wood, ready for the stake.
Now it is Florinda who confesses her secret love and is repudiated by her father.
However, the Moorish army has been routed and Charlemagne’s triumphant
army is expected at any moment. With the Frankish victory comes a general
reconciliation and the unions of the lovers are now blessed by both fathers,
while Fierrabras, who converts to Christianity, takes his place among Charle-
magne’s paladins.
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